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The 10 Principles of Disagreeing Without 
Dividing 
 

1. My overriding concern in any disagreement will not be to “win”, but honor Jesus.  
 
1st Corinthians 10:31 – “So whether you eat or drink or whatever you do, do it all for the glory 
of God.” 
 

2. I will not only care about the content of a disagreement, but my attitude, tone and 
demeanor as well.  
 
Ephesians 4:15 – “Instead, speaking the truth in love, we will in all things grow up into him 
who is the Head, that is, Christ.” 
 

3. While my personal convictions will be held with integrity, and based on a thorough study of 
the Bible, I will hold them humbly, acknowledging I am a sinner in daily need of God’s grace.  
 
1st Timothy 1:15 – “Here is a trustworthy saying that deserves full acceptance: Christ Jesus 
came into the world to save sinners – of whom I am the worst.” 
  

4. I will extend patience to others so as to let the Holy Spirit work in our hearts and allow time 
for realistic change.  
 
1st Corinthians 13:4 – “Love is patient.” 
 

5. When in disagreement with someone, I must first be able to clearly state their position and 
feelings before sharing my views and opinions.  
 
James 1:19 – “My dear brothers and sisters, take note of this: Everyone should be quick to 
listen, slow to speak and slow to become angry.” 
 

6. My responsibility to be civil, respectful and loving toward others does not depend on 
whether I like them or not.  
 
Matthew 6:43-45 – “You have heard that it was said, ‘Love your neighbor and hate your 
enemy.’ But I tell you, love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, that you may 
be children of your Father in heaven. He causes his sun to rise on the evil and the good, and 
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sends rain on the righteous and the unrighteous.” 
 

7. Because all people are made in the image of God, I will treat them with dignity, respect and 
compassion.  
 
Genesis 1:27-28 – “So God created humankind in his own image, in the image of God he 
created them; male and female he created them.” 
 

8. Humility requires I actively listen to others with knowledge of the possibility that they are 
right and I’m wrong.  
 
Proverbs 3:34 – “God opposes the proud, but gives grace to the humble.” 
 

9. Because of Jesus sacrificial death on the cross for me, I am willing to lay down personal 
rights, reject an attitude of entitlement and put other’s interests above my own.  
 
Philippians 2:3-4 – “Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit. Rather, in humility 
consider others above yourselves, not looking to your own interests but each of you to the 
interests of the others.” 
 

10. I acknowledge that what binds myself, and other believers together, is not our shared 
perspectives, politics, ideologies, preferences or opinions, but the blood of Jesus Christ. I 
will work hard to accentuate our unity over and above our open-handed differences.  
 
John 17:22-23 – “I have given them the glory that you gave me, that they may be one as we 
are one. I in them and you in me. May they be bought to complete unity to let the world know 
that you sent me and have loved them even as you have loved me.” 

 


